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And Paſtor of the firſt Church in Wenn 


Thou Gop, and mortal! thence more God to man] 
Man's theme eternal ! man's eternal theme ! 

Who diſemboſom'd from the Father, bows _ ; 
The heav'n of heav'ns,,to kiſs the diſtant earth ! ? 
Takes his delights among the ſons of men, | i 
Then farewel night! of darkneſs now no more: 8 Io [: 
Joy breaks; ſhines; triumphs; tis eternal day. | 
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An OrxpinaTion SERMON. 


ErüksAns iii. 8. 


tc Unis: me, who am leſs than the leaſt 
Je of all ſaints, is this grace given, that I 
c ſhould preach among the Gentiles the 
*. anſearchable riches of CHRIST.“ 
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— D b II E converſion and a poſileſip of 
p. St. Paul, duly nl. has been 
7 1 * 


; * thought, of itſelf; a demonſtration 
2 ſufficient to prove chriſtianity to be a 
5 Oeder divine revelation.“ This hath been 
3 judiciouſly treated by a reſpectable modern wri- 
ter“. Certain it is, that his converſion, and the 

43 conſequence of it, have ſignatures of energy ſo 
divine, as ought to affect us, in like ſolemn man- 

ner, as Moſes when he ſaw the buſh burning, but 
not conſumed. Behold ! and Wonder at the man, 
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' "URDINATION SERMON, | 
ade willing to ſuffer the loſs. of all things, for 
the ſake of the very perſon whom he had per- 
ſecuted. For the ſake of Jesus, he caſt away his 


* 
% 


ſuppoſed gains, as mariners caſt away the richeſt 
lading. It has been ſuppoſed he ſuffered 
excommunication, and the confiſcation of his 
goods.” Enthuſiaſm, and the like, may carry 
men to ſome lengths of jms. | ſelf-denial, but 
can produce no examples worthy of compariſon 
with that of St. Paul; for he not only caſt away 
things naturally moſt valued, but alſo took in 
their ſtead, things of a quite contrary nature. 
He gave up not only his fortune and his friends, 
but alſo his religion, his Judaiſm, of which no 
man was more tenacious : Theſe the ſacrifices he 
made, in becoming altogether a chriſtian, :But 
what did he take in the room and ſtead of the 
forementioned allurements of honor and inte- 
reſt? Witneſs! the moſt implacable vengeance 
of thoſe whom he deſerted ; together with that 
complication of perils, which you find in one of 
his epiſtles to the Corintbian.— How ſignally was 
the arm of the LoxrD revealed! when Paul be- 
heved the divine reports! became a chriſtian ! 
yea, a preacher, a preacher even to the Gentiles, - 
whom his education had taught him to have in 
contempt and abhorrence! The words of our 
text contain the ſentiments of St. Paul, relative 
to his miniſterial office ; including his perſonal 
character as a real chriſtian. - The fentiments 
and terms of the text are an example of the 


true ſublime. — When he conſiders what he had 


been, he fcarcely can find words ſufficiently ex- 
preſſive of his ſelf-abaſing apprehenſions ; not. 


On AKTION SERMON: | 5 Wi 
enough to ſay, leſs than the leaſt of the apoſ= | 
tles, but leſs than even the leaſt of all ſaints. 
I ſuppoſe it has been juſtly remarked, that the 
apoſtle, in diminution of himſelf, hath in the text 
uſed a new word, which, according to gramma- 
rians, is the comparative degree of the ſuperla- 
tive, and which cannot be fully exprefled in a 
literal- tranſlation l. But when he mentions the 

race given him, 0 the riches of CHRIST, which 
2 preached among the Gentiles, he ſeems tranf- 
ported with grateful admiration. And as our 
text ſhews what every goſpel miniſter ought to 
be, and what he ought to do, I ſhall, on this 
occaſion, attempt ſome deſcription of the miniſ- 
terial character; and this under the following 
heads, viz. 

I. Miniſters are to 8 in humilit 

II. They ſhould thankfully admire the grace 
and favor beſtowed upon them. 

III. They are to preach the goſpel; as con- 
taining the unſearchable riches of CRIST. | 

I. Miniſters of the goſpel are to excel in hu- 
mility. Humbleneſs of mind becomes all who 
are called to labor in the LoxD's vineyard, to 
labor in the word and doctrine: Tho' they are 
not guilty of ſuch perſecuting madneſs, and out- 
rageous efforts as St. Paul was, yet for many 
weighty reaſons, they ſhould, like the apoſtle, 
be cloathed, decorated and harneſſed with 
humility ; for without this, they walk ſhame- 
fully naked and defenceleſs. If miniſters are 
not humble, they will be high-minded, which 
no more e becomes them, than an excellent ſpeech 
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4 k a fool; or lying lips a prince. Solomon never let 
2 miniſters forget that ſolemn caveat, © not think 
of himſelf more highly than he ought. to think, 
dut think ſoberly. 
The ſentiments of the apoſtle in our text, 
0 | mould be fo written upon the hearts of mi- 
niſters, as to be known and read of all men. 
| Unto ws! is given this grace! unto vs! who 
are leſs; Sc. Every part of the miniſ- 
terial work requires the exerciſe of humility; 
not a day but calls for its improvement. Our 
Saviour had a peculiar view to goſpel miniſ- 
ters in that repeated ſpeech of his, vis. © He 
that exalteth himſelf ſhall be abaſed ; but he that 
humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted.” What more 
oppoſite to miniſterial character, than a ſuperb, 
ſupercilious, ſelf-elating mind and manner? May 
the grace of the meek and lowly Jesvus; deliver. 
mainiſters from this diotrephetic evil; an evit 
| hateful as Nicholaitan deeds. Humility ſtands 
| (as it were) in the front of virtues, conſtituting 
a ſober and found mind; therefore public 
teachers ſhould abound in this cardinal virtue. 
Motives to this are not wanting ; for they come 
from every quarter, and meet them in every point 
of their miniſterial ſphere. The books of crea- 
tion and Providence are open, in which is legible: 
this compendious memento, Remember ye are 
men! which was the ſtriking ſpeech of the poet 
Simonides, to the Lacedemonian prince.—But Re- 
' velation fays more, vis. remember the apoſtle, 5 
who ſaid, © unto me, who am leſs than the leaſt,” 
Fc. It is reafonably expected, their humility 
_ ſhould correſpond to the facredne 
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fice, their fingular relation to him who Giid; „1 

am meek and lowly in heart, to their ſing I 
advantages and obligations. to learn the Ietlons 
of lowlineſs. The greater and lefler lights of 
heaven, the ſun, moon and ſtars, e pro- 
claim, let miniſters be humble P /al. viii. 3, 43 
« When I conſider the heavens, the moon and 
the ſtars, what is man, that thou art mindful of 
him ?”—In like manner. ſhould miniſters humbly 
fay, who and what are e, that CnRIS＋T ſhould 
make uſe of us, to ſhed abroad the ſavor of Hs 
knowledge; in Hs ſtead beſeech men to be re- 
conciled unto Gop, and be holden as ſtars in urs 
right-hand ? The ſeveral titles, deſcriptive of the 
miniſterial office and employment, notify and 
call them to put on humility—e. g. Miniſter; 
ambaſſador, angel, ſtar, ſteward, &c. — But 
more ſo the example of our Mediator, who hum 
bled himſelf to dwell perſonally in fleſh, minif« 
ter to the evil and unthankful, yea, humble 
Himſelf unto the moſt infamous death! Add ts 
this, the example of angels, who excel in humi- 
| lity, as well as in ſtrength ; for they miniſter to 
mankind, eſpecially the heirs of ſalvation. Shall 
the Son of Gov and his angels be ſuch exam-: 
ples of humility, and ſhall the ambaſſadors of 
this Son of Gop, be themſelves. like that gene- 


ration! O how lofty are their eyes, and their 


eye-lids are lifted up!” . 

Let the miniſter on the one hand; eie 
the ſacredneſs of his ſtewardſhip, the richneſs 
of the treaſure committed to him, how much 
depends on his fidelity, his accountableneſs to 


the Uudge o all, — But on the other hand, - 
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the unhallowedneſs of his own perſon, as aid 
the prophet Jſaiab, beholding 2 divine glory; 
that he is but an earthen veſſel, formed out 
of the clay, and ſoon muſt be remanded to 
the duſt; that with all gifts of nature, literature 
and grace, he is but a fallible creature, knows 
but little, can effect but little; that all his 
luſtre is borrowed ; that he is dependent for his 
uſefulneſs, and for his- acceptance : Let theſe, 
and the like conſiderations, preſerve him from 
that pride, which foregoes deſtruction, even the 
condemnation of the devil. 1 Tim. iii. 6. 

Let the ſentiments of the apoſtle be written on 
the hearts of all who miniſter in holy things, vis. 
Who then is Paul? and who is Apollos? Nei- 
ther he that planteth is any thing; nor he that 
3 watereth.” With theſe and like ſentiments, they 
will have neither hearts to lord it over their 
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ſ flocks, nor over their fellow-laborers. —With 
j theſe humbling views, we behold with compaſ- 
fionate indignation, the catholic Luciferian har- 
bt. and bleſs Gop that we are not blinded with 


her boaſted, though blaſphemous, infallibility. 

And as to the political eſtabliſhed ſuperiorities and 

ſubordinations of epiſcopal hierarchy, let us leave 

them all unenvied, and rejoice in our miniſterial. 

' ' equality.—But to cloſe this head. Never, never, 

q let miniſterial humility, be made, as it were, a- 
ſecular engine, to ſerve a preſent turn: Let not 

'! Humility be formed, faſhioned and directed by 

| the weakneſs, or worſe than weakneſs, of the peo- 

| ple.—Had Korah, and his company, been allow- *! 

dd to give law to Moſes and Aaron, concerning | 

- humility, what had become of their authogity !— 
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Therefore, let not a miniſter of CHRIST, be 


guilty of puſillanimous cowardly condeſcenſion, 
delerving the contemptible name of voluntary 
humility. Shall a ſteward, . a watchman, an 
overſeer, an angel, Sc. betray his truſt, either to 
pacify the clamours of Korab, or to ſooth the 
Hatteries of Alſalom? No. — But rather like Fob 
and Nehemiah, let him not fear a multitude, nor 


be terrified with the contempt of families-Let 


him be known in his place. For as one ſays, 


« Angels are not ſo familiar with men, as to be 
thought on a level with them.” Nor ſhould 
angels of the churches be contemptuouſly fa- 
miliar. | 

II. They ſhould thankfully admire the grace 
and favor beſtowed upon them. I mean, upon 
them, as miniſters. How greatly affected was 
the apoſtle in our text, with his .miniiterial grace 
and favor? Unto me is given this, even, this 
grace !—given with certain circumſtances very 
{tupendous and wonderful! He appears as one 
not able to admire ſufficiently that grace by 
which he was made not only a chriſtian, but alſo, 
an ambaſſador of CHRIST, a teacher of the very 
Gentiles, whom his education and long cuſtom 


Had taught him to contemn. This the grace for 


which he was ſo thankful ; and thus he ſhewed 
himfelf a pattern of miniſterial gratitude, Goſ- 
pel miniſters have peculiar motives to abound in 
gladneſs of heart, and thankſgiving to Gop.—- 

hat? if, in many reſpects, they are men of 


ſorrow, acquainted with grief, have ſorrow upon 


ſorrow, yet, with the apoitle in our text and elſe- 


Where, they ſhould. be always rejoicing, . rejoice 
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evermore, as well as pray without cealing. The 
reaſons are obvious; for tis grace, the rich fa- 
vor of Gop, that qualifies, calls, improves and 
ſucceeds them. Not only former extraordinary 
ahpoſtles, prophets, Sc. but allo preſent ordinary 
. paſtors, teachers, &c. are fo by the grace of Gop. 


By the grace of Gop, they are what they are, as 
ö 6 ſaid the apoſtle concerning himſelf. The dignity, 
and utility of their employment, demand ſome 
pProportionable gratitude. As they have ſingular 
” motives to joyfulneſs, ſo 'tis expected from them, 
and that with like reaſon—as grapes from Gop's 
aancient vineyard. Conſider the miniſterial cha- 


racter, as drawn in the New Teſtament, and there 
you will find, the moſt affecting, yea conſtrain- 
ing motives to miniſterial thankfulneſs. Quali- 
fications for the good work of a biſhop, imply 

| | more than one, three or five talents of nature, 
| literature and grace. If wo is to that land whoſe 
| ting is a child! no leſs wo to the church whoſe 


teacher is a novice If tis terrible to have chil- 
| dren forprinces, and babes to rule over us; not leſs, 
but more ſo, when babes uſurp the miniſtry, and 
| | ſurreptitiouſly take the title of CuRIsT's mini- 
5 ; ters. —Therefore, how thankful ſhould we be, 
f | when our ſons are raiſed up prophets, and our 


14 young men Nagarites] More eſpecially, the ſubjects 


4 of this grace and favor, ſhould abound in thankful 
14 admiration. How great ! how good the office ! 
the work of the New Teſtament biſhops they 
; miniſter to the heirs of ſalvation.— And is not this 
the work of angels ?—therefore to be done with 
a ready thankful mind. They labor in the 


word and doctrine, preach the goſpel oi the king- 


— 


— 


dom, which was the work of one, whom angels 
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adore. They diffuſe the ſavour of divine knowledge 


in every place, and thus they are unto Gop, a 
ſweet favour of CHRIST, 2 Cor. ii. 15.— The 


maſter they ſerve hath riches durable and un- 
ſearchable. Their promifed reward, is an exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory.—This the joy 
ſet before them] Kath hyperboleen, eis hyperboleen, 
lays Blackwall, is infinitely emphatical, and can- 
not be expreſſed by any tranſlation. —Therefore, 
as the ſun rejoiceth to run his race, and as the 
morning ſtars, the ſons of Gop ſang together, and 
ſhouted for joy, ſo let the ſtars in CHRIST's right 
hand rejoice, and the angels of the churches be 


glad. —Angels bid them welcome into the ſacred 


vineyard, and in heart give them the right hand. 


I am thy fellow-ſervant,” ſaid the angel to 


St. John. — 'Tis not good that humility ſhould 
be alone, Gop hath (in effect) ſaid, Joy and 
gladneſs ſhall be a help meet for it.— Therefore, 
« what Gop hath joined together, let no man 
put aſunder.“ | 
III. They are to preach the goſpel, as contain- 
ing the unſearchable riches of CuRIisT.—This 
the compendium of their work, the ſummary of 
their employment. Witneſs the apoſtle in our 
text. The ſame apoſtle elſewhere ſpeaks of the 
goſpel as a treaſure, and in the text, he ſhews 
the unſearchable riches contained in this treaſure, 


even the riches of CHRIS H. The goſpel informs 


us, that in CHRIST dwells all fulneſs; immenſe 


3 riches laid up in him, and by his liberal hand 


diſperſed and ſcattered abroad, yet undiminiſhed. 
MIniſte >2ch. not the 


ſelves as lords: 
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but CHRIST JEsus, Lord of all, and rich unto 
all who receive him. They are to preach the 
riches of ChRISYTH, that all might hear, believe 
the report, and believing, might have the riches 
of grace and glory. They are to preach the 
kingdom of Gop, and teach thoſe things which 
concern the LoRD JESUS CHRIST, with all con- 
fidence. The riches, both of his deity and of 
his mediation, muſt be taught, as a faithful fay- 
in 5 and worthy of all acceptation. 
1. Miniſters are to preach the deity of Curlisr, 
his divine perfections natural and moral, his uni- 
verſal propriety, poſſeſſion and dominion. They 
are to make all men (if poſſible) believe, that 
CHRIST 1s real Gop; therefore, worthy of re- 
ligious adoration. They muſt be valiant for the 


truth of his univerſal juriſdiction; that he is Gop 
5 . over all; therefore Gop bleſſed for ever. Men 
are to be taught; therefore, miniſters muſt teach 
them to have in abhorrence, the Arian ſub- -deity 
{| of Cnxisr, and all near approaches towards it. 

| Ii} They mult ſhew men, the riches of his glorious 


kingdom, the honor of his ſuperlative Majeſty, 
that all things were created by him and for him; 

therefore, as Gop he muſt have unſearchable 
riches of poſſeſſion and dominion. Who can mea- 
ſure his realms,—number his armies,—or, by 
ſearching, find out his riches? The Queen of 
Sheba found the truth of what was reported con- 
.cerning Solomon. And men mult hear, that the 

might cordially credit the report of Fehovah, and 
Iesus of Nazareth, in one perſon, and with Tho- 
mas, confeſs our LORD and our Gop! Worſhip the 
2. myſterious IMMANUEL, Gon. 
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unto infinitely rich, became poor, that men might, 
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I neſs of Cnr1sT's mediation. | 
taught (as it were) line upon line, that in him 
is all fulneſs of merit. 
3 of his mediation, ſhould be the ſalt of their mi- 
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through his poverty, be made rich. 


2. Miniſters are to preach the riches, the ful- 
Men are to be 


The unſearchable riches 


niſtrations. With all thine offerings thou ſhalt 


offer falt, Levit. ii. 13.— Therefore, when miniſ- 
ters of the goſpel Socinianize, they are falt which 
bas loſt its favour, Matt. v. 13. Therefore, the 

are to be inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, in 
2 preaching the perfection of his mediation ; the 
2 fulneſs of his miniſterial grace and truth. The 


law was by Meſes; but grace and truth by Jesus 
CurIsT. They muſt not ſhun to declare the 
riches contained in his whole mediatorial charac- 


ter; the purpoſe and efficacy of each office; his 
perfect qualifications for his deſignation, and the 


conformity to it, in which he has ever been act- 


| ing.—Therefore, the grand purpoſes of his miſ- 
ſion cannot prove abortive, through defect either 
of his underſtanding or of his will. Men muſt 
be taught the prophetic, prieſtly and kingly of- 
2 fices of the Mess1an.—W hat riches of grace are 


poured into his lips, to be difperſed and given to 
the poor, the graceleſs.— The unſearchable riches 
of his prieſthood, the ſacrifice he offered, needs 


neither addition, nor to be repeated. He appeared 
tot. John with a golden girdle, which may denote 


the riches of his high-priefthood. Alſo, his royal 


Y riches ; his princely magnificence ; the riches of 
his glorious kingdom, and the honor of his excel- 
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ers, that the crucified Ixsus reigneth ; therefore, 
« Jet the earth rejoice, let the children of Zion 
be joyful in their King.” They muſt teach men, 
that ſesUs hath his mediatorial throne exalted in 
the heavens; that he ſitteth on his throne judg- 
ing right ; that as King, he guards, guides, leads, 
Sc. with tenderneſs, integrity and ſkilfulneſs. 
As King, he gives rich variety of laws to his ſub- 
jects; as King, he goes forth conquering and to 
conquer, proclaims war, and makes peace, caſts 
abroad the rage of his wrath, — who, who can 
ſtand before his indignation ? What earthen veſ- 
ſel can be able to endure his iron rod? And as in 
the hands of this King are eternal retributions, ſo 


men are to be taught how to honor and ſerve 


him as rightful ſovereign. That the moral laws 
are ſtill obligatory on the ſubjects of his Kingdom, 
notwithſtanding the royal grace and pardoning 
mercy, brought to light by the glorious goſpel. 
Therefore, to continue in fin, that grace might 
abound, is to turn the grace of CuR1sT into wan- 
tonneſs. Miniſters are to ſhew men, (as it were 


with a pointing finger) that glory and honor 


which crown him now, who in time paſt was 
crowned. with ragged thorns.—Shew them his 


| throne, his palace royal, his near attendants the 


holy angels, and more diſtant ambaſſadors the 
angels of his churches.Shew them, how“ he 
„ breaks the jaws of the wicked, plucks the 
« ſpoil from his teeth, delivers the poor who cry, 
« help O King! the fatherleſs, and him who has 
* no helper. Makes joyful the widows heart, 
«« ſtills the noiſe of the ſeas, the noiſe of their 
% Waves, and the tumult of the people.” 
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hall not eſcape his ſword, which he beareth not 
in vain.“ And as the mediatorial riches of CHRIST, 


lowances. 


F riches of ChRIST. 
your honor, and your wealth. This! the ho- 
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word; that his loyal ſubjects are all, dag) fwd ; 
in his view, and ſhall reign with him; but rebels 


denotes man's poverty, ſo tis expected, that 
teachers fail not to remind men of their periſhing 
poverty, by means of apoſtacy.— For how can 
men avail themſelves of CHRIST's riches, whilſt 


XZ unaffected with a ſenſe of their depravity, moral | 
| defilement, enormous guilt, which cannot be re- 


moved by any thing they offer? Therefore, as 
biſhops would be blameleſs, let them not fail, with 
all confidence, to preach man's wretchedneſs, de- 
ſert of indignation and wrath, and by the terrors 
as well as tender mercies of the LoRp, beſeech 
men, and thus compel them to be reconciled unto 
Gon, through the mediation of his dear Son. 

The cloſing application remains: The firſt part 
of which belongs to the Reverend miniſterial part 
of this audience, whoſe reſpectable preſence gives 
additional luſtre to the whole. Reverend Sirs, ſuch 


is the nature of the preſent ſubject, as muſt have 
fixed your attention; nevertheleſs, the defects of 
its handling cannot have eſcaped your notice: 


therefore your miniſterial candor will make al- 
The ſolemn contents of my text, are 
a ſeaſonable concio ad clerum. To you it is given, 
yea, graciouſly given, to preach the unſearchable 
This! this! your dignity, 


nor- that follows humility : This! the honor 
that warrants your emulation : This ! the riches 
you may covet, without imputation of idolatry. 
May the carth, the grave and the fire be ſooner 
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fatisfied, than you ceaſe to covet more of CHRIST's 
Fulneſs To you is given to know the myſteries 
of the goſpel kingdom ;—to preach more than 
Moſes and the prophets, even the riches of CHRIST, 
as brought to light by the goſpel. Your hearts 
burn within you, whilſt your Lok D opens to you 
the fulneſs of his grace and truth. The leſſons 
in my text are not learned without labor, and 
the ſame teacher that St. Paul had, not Gamaliel. 
but JzsUs. None teacheth like him! To preach 
the unſearchable riches of CHRIST, is the ſum- 
mary of your ſacfed ſervice. You are ſtewards 
of no leſs than the myſteries of Gop, 1 Cor. iv. 1. 
The unſearchable riches of CHRIST are commit- 
ted to your truſt. How immenſe the treaſure. 

But what the veſſels in which 'tis lodged! Earther 
veſſels, feeble, fallible, mortal men ! Had angel: 
been to us in Gop's ſtead, their terror migh 
make us afraid. Marvellous the LoRD's doing: 
a treaſure committed! a ſervice appointed to dy- 
ing men! to men compaſſed with infirmities 
which ſervice immortal, unſpotted ſeraphs migh 
Tejoice to perform. But, this treaſure is thu 
committed, that the excellency of the powe 
might be of Gop and not of us.——Therefore 
let joyfulneſs be joined with your lowlinels, other: 
wiſe the weight of the treaſure may depreſs th. 
earthen veſſel. May you diſpenſe. the unſearch 
able treaſure, ſo that many may be made rich 
Thus did the apoſtles, “ as poor yet making man 
rich.“ How rich in capacity are the wretche! 
| fouls of many to whom you miniſter, for whon 
you watch more than watchers for the morning 
that you might give a joyful account? Whilſt yo 
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are enriching. others by-your faithful labors, you 
yourſelves are enriched—« He that ſcattereth in- 
creaſeth; but he that withholds becometh 


himſelf.” Whilſt weeping you behold the riches 


of CHRIST, no more valued by ſome, than pearls 


by ſwine, you rejoice to find others made ſenfi- 
ble of their value. Your character is that of 
Therefore, 
&« as the beacon and the light-houſe ſerve the be- 
„ nighted ſeamen; ſo may you prevent the 
„% wretched wreck of ſouls, who are failing on 
% theſe rocky ſhores.” Teach them, O teach 
them, to ſhun the fatal rocks on the right and 
left hand! Guard them from the Scy//a and the 


= Charibdis of enthuſiaſm and infidelity ! 


& Incidit in Scyllam, cupiens vitare Charibdin.” 


Reverend and beloved l Think it not ſtrange; 


nor take it overmuch hardly, though you taſte 


ſome bitter drops, ſince CuR1sT and his apoſtles Mw 


had full cups of gall and wormwood. From the 
weaknefs of men, to ſay no worſe, you are to 
look for more or leſs of diſhonor, the name of 
deceivers, hirelings, worldlings, &c. but the apoſ- 
tle ſhews how ſuch burdens are balanced; made 
ſupportable, vis. by your perſonal “ purity, 
„ knowledge, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, the Ho- 
* Ly GyHosT, love without diſſimulation, the 
% word of truth, the armour of righteouſneſs, on 
* the right-hand and on the left.” Let miniſte- 
rial mutual affection compact you. Since we are 
brethren, fellow-laborers, let there be no ſtrife 
Wong us, unleſs to excel in labors. The ſame } 
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our maſter, office and work; therefore, let us 


| abound in mutual charity! Wo to churches when 
their angels are at ſtrife! Since our Loxp hath 
fixed us in his church, may we be cautious of 


wandering, and excentrick motion; for if Peter 


will trim and-temporize, to ſhun the iron weapon 


of the people, the ſteel of his brother Paul ſtrikes 
him through. May your rich and facred unQtion, 
be like Aaron's ointment and Hermon's dew. May 
your incenſe be offered with fire from heaven, 
not with ſtrange fire, like the two ſons of Aaron: 
In a word,—bleſs the LorD, ye angels of the 
churches, ye miniſters of CuR1sT, who preach 
his unſearchable riches, anticipate the heavenly 
adorations; ©* Worthy the lamb that was lain, 
worthy to receive power and glory, honor and 
riches.” | 

The application turns now, to you, dear Sir, 
on the point of taking miniſterial charge of the 
church and people in this place.—'Tis charitably 
hoped. your mind is impreſſed with ſentiments 
ſimilar to thoſe of the apoſtle in my text. Tis 


hoped you are not a ſtranger to humility and 


thankfulneſs, ſo neceſſary to the paſtoral charac- 
ter, and that from acquaintance with CuRisT, 
you will preach his unſearchable riches. You 
are {till to ſearch after the riches of CHRIST, as 
having pleaſure in them; not that by ſearchin 

you can find them out unto perfection. In this 
painful, profitable, pleaſing purſuit, you are to 
follow the ſacred Scriptures, not make them fol- 
low you. The grand ſubje& matter of your 
preaching you find an few words, vis. The un- 
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perfection, implying his real deity and humanity, 


perſonally united, but the manner inexplicable. 


The better acquainted you are with CuRIsT, 
the more you will commend yourſelf, to the con- 


ſcience of men, in the fight of Gop, by manifeſta= 
tion of the truth. As you, yourſelf, would be the 
epiſtle of CHRIST, written with the Spirit of the 


living Gop, you muſt feel the ſolemn, the inte- 


reſting imports of my text. This, this, dear Sir, 


will ſerve, to your being an able Miniſter of the 


New-Teſtament. This will influence you to 
preach, not yourſelf as lord, as having dominion 
over mens faith and conſcience; but CHRIST 
JEsus, Lord of all ;—and you will gladly ſpend, 
and be ſpent in the ſervice of ſouls immortal, for 
whom CHRIsT died. The keys both of doctrine 


and diſcipline, you will uſe for the purpoſes of 


purity and edification, Whatever tends to per- 
fe& the man of God, to furniſh the miniſter for 


all good works, you will think of theſe things, 


The writings of Sr. Paul afford you fingular di- 
rections, for preaching with perſpicuity and con- 
nexion, with pungency, pathos and perſuaſive 


energy. There you will find ſublimity of lan- 


guage, adapted to the ſublime contents of the 
goſpel. There you will learn, many of the beſt 

methods, to put unreaſonable men to filence, to 
enlighten and guide men to CuRIsT, and build 


them up in their holy faith. Manifold duties, 
| laborious engagements, are connected with your 
miniſterial honor; engagements that will require 


your chief attention, to things more intereſting, 
than the curioſities of ſcience, or amuſing erudi- 


tion.“ Dying. Grotius lamented, that he had 
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« ſpent his life in laborious nothing.“ Whilſt 
you are. giving heed to magnify your hallowed 
office, you will not be anxious about wordly 
grandeur ; your true riches come not from the 
- ſhrines of Diana, but from IEsus, unſearchably 
- xich—May the Gop who anciently taught 
Ephraim to go, taking him by the hand, guide 
You with his gracious counſel. May that Holy 
Spirit, who appeared at Pentecoſt, ſanctify your 
whole man and miniſtrations, that you may be 
unto Gop a ſweet ſavour in CHRIST, whilſt of 
yourſelf inſufficient for theſe things. Give your 
{elf to reading, meditation, and prayer, that your 
proficiency, may appear, your doctrine drop, as 
the ſhowers on the graſs. ' Your paſtoral character 
will render you like a city ſet on a hill; therefore 
you will need“ the whole armour of Gop, e. g. 
| «© the ſhield, the ſword, the breaſt-plate, the 
helmet, the girdle.” Being thus harneſſed from 
heaven,” * you will endure hardneſs, ſtrive 
« lawfully, fight the good fight; not as one who 
«© beateth the air; but keep under your body, 
+ © finiſh your chriſtian, and your miniſterial 
- ©. courſe, keep the faith, and finally wear the 
crown of righteouſneſs, which the righteous 
judge ſhall give to all who love his appearing.” 
| The application is now to the Church and 
7 Feoplein'this place. © I Os 
_ Beloved brethren.—As the folemn tranſac- 
tions of this day, have an affecting referente 
to your eternal intereſt, to the intereſt of 
your poſterity; ſo tis charitably ſuppoſed your 
| ſentiments are ſerious, ſuitable to the occaſion. 
n your, late choice of a Paſtor,” now to-.re- 
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ceive his charge, we hope, that as you” have 
not appeared precipitant, ſo you have acted, up- 
rightly— made choice of him to preach to you 
the riches, the unſearchable riches of CHRIST. 
The Sum of your duty as a church and people 


is profeſſing the glorious goſpel, may be learned 4 


from my text. It is your viſible honor, to have 
the riches of CuRIsT preached among you. 


Therefore, it will be your happineſs, if you 


actually receive of Cur1sT's fulneſs; which im- 
Plies your likeneſs to him, both in mind and 
manners. You reaſonably expect ſome things of 


your paſtor, and tis reaſonable he ſhould expect 


ſome of you. We would hope, that neither 57 
nor he will be diſappointed, in your Foe Ve 
reaſonable expectations, You have profeſſedly 
choſen him, to miniſter to you in holy things, 
to come unto you, in the fulneſs of the goſpel. 


| You have choſen him to guide you with Tkilful 


hand, feed you with fincere milk of the word, 
and watch for your fouls. Be it, therefore, my 
brethren in the Loxp, be it your ſolicitude, your 
laſting endeavour, to treat his perſon, character 
and adminiſtrations, according to their nature, 
purpoſe and importance. You expect he will 
treat you with ſingular affection; that he will 
compaſſionate the ignorant, and them who are out 


of the way ; for that © he himſelf alſo, is com- 


« paſſed with infirmity. Vou expect he will be 
gentle among yon, and that as à nurſe cheriſh- 
eth her children, ſo, he being affectionately 
« defirous of you, will impart to you, not only 


the goſpel, but alſo his own ſoul, becauſe you 
« are deartohim.”-— Therefore, you are to eſteem 
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him very highly in love, ſubmit yourſelves to him, 
be guidable, governable and teachable. This 
the way to be a wiſe, underſtanding people.— 
Receive the truth in the love of it, and neyer 
think him your enemy, for telling you the truth. 
As you expect your paſtor will be inſtant in ſeaſon, 
and out of ſeaſon ; that he will reprove, rebuke, 
and exhort with all long-ſuffering and doctrine, 
ſo you are to give all diligent attendance.—Paith- 
ful the wounds of a friend. —The ſmiting of the 
righteous like Balm of Gilead And he that 
hateth reproof is brutiſh. We hope you will en- 
| deavour, to ſave him the trouble of reproving, 
and give him the like pleaſure that Sr. Jobn had 
when he beheld his children walk in the truth, 
I pretend neither to foreſee, nor foretell, the par- 
ticular, or peculiar temptation you may have 
hereafter, to neglect your ſolemn enngagements ; 
but may ſafely recommend to you, ſeli-jealouſy 
and prayerful circumſpection. Seriouſly confider, 
how tender, how endearing the relation of paſtor 
and flock, the connexion demands reciprocal un- 
diſſembled affection; like that of David and 
Jonathan. Your eccleſiaſtick peace, your chriſ- 
tian tranquility depends on your behaving to- 
wards your paſtor according to his character. Vou 
are alike accountable for your treatment of him, 
as he for his behaviour towards you. The charge 
he is now to receive, implies a charge to you; 
therefore, you are to conſider yourſelves, as 
charged, before Go p, and the Lord JIESul S 
CRIST, who ſhall judge the quick and the dead, 
at his appearing, to 4 how you hear; 
& whilſt he takes heed to himſelf, and to his doc- 
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trine. As you expect him to ſerv 
are to put yourſelves in the way of being ſerved. 
Carefully ſhun whatever will give him needleſs 
Interruption, weaken his hands, and diſcourage 
his heart. Rather give him to rejoice, in be- 
«© holding your order and ſtedfaſtneſs of your 
faith. By the meekneſs, and gentleneſs f 
« CHRIST we beſeech you, by the comfort of 
& love, by the fellowſhip of the ſpirit, by bowels 
e and mercies, by all theſe we beſeech you to 
&« fulfil the joy of your paſtor; that ye be like- 
minded, having the fame love, being of one 
% accord. —Let nothing be done thro' ſtrife or 
% vain glory.” Time, the common boundary 
'of things mutable, muſt limit your relation, as 
paſtor and people. May this motive be powerful 
with you. You will not forget that *Reverend 
aged Father, who for many years labored among 
you; as he deſerves a reſpectful remembrance, 
both on account of former ſervice, and preſent 
circumſtances, it is to be hoped you do, and will 
accordingly remember him. May this church, 

by ſacred joints and bands, have nouriſhment 
miniſtred, knit together, increaſe with the in- 
creaſe of Gop, grow unto an holy temple in the 
Lord, and finally preſented a glorious church. — 
Finally brethren, whatever things are honora- 
ble, equitable, amiable, reputable, think on 
them, and do them, with your might. —And 
may your ſouls have cauſe to bleſs him, who is to 
come to you, in the name of the Lox. 

If the time be not too far ſpent, I would offer 

a word to this large mis whoſe reverential 
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1 ntion, and decent deportment, deſerve a re- 
mark of commendation. | 
The unſearchable riches of 1 are * 
to you, they are indiſcriminately offered. The 
ſpirit and the bride fay come, and let him that 
heareth ſay come, and let him that is poor and 
needy. come, and whoſoever will, let him take of 
the riches of CurIsT freely—Let it not ſuf- 
'ficc, to have heard of his riches; be perſuaded to 
agcept them, i. e. be altogether chriſtians. This, 
and nothing leſs, will ſecure that fulneſs of glory, 
of which you are capable. The goſpel comes 
not to deprive you of any valuable enjoyments; 
but, on the contrary, to make you heirs of Gopz 
and joint heirs with the ſon of Go. Indeed ſome 
things muſt be parted with, or you cannot be 
ee but theſe are things, which, if retained, 
will drown you in deſtruction. The gains of 
godlineſs, are in the ſcriptural language, no leſs 
| thay * all things are yours, whether Paul, or 
© << Apollas, or Cepbas, or the world, or life, or 
death, or things preſent, or to come, all are 
e yours.” The riches of this world ſhall vaniſh 
as vapours ; but the riches of real religion endure 
for ever. Therefore, if uncertain riches entice 
vou to the neglect of eternal treaſures, conſent mot, 
leſt poverty come upon you as an armed man. 
«© Becauſe there is wrath, beware, leſt ye be 
taken away with a ſtroke, then a great ran- 
© ſom cannot deliver you. Will Gop eſteem your 
F< riches? no, not gold. —Riches profit not in the 
„ day of wrath, but the righteouſneſs of ſaints 

* Maligererh from death. 20 JY 64 
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